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Dear All,

Welcome to the colorful show of ‘Artistic Passion” by painter
Girma Seboka. The show is believed to render a perspective to
grasp the artist’'s thoughts, feelings and understanding towards
our society. The show stays for six weeks in entertaining,
creating insight and of course a new artistic perspective. €njoy
the show along with the ever appealing €thiopian coffee in
Galleria TO.MO.CA's coffee bar.
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Artistic Passion and €motion

One of the grown-up artists who constructed,
explored and found himself within art is
Girma Seboka.He was born in Addis Ababa
in 1961. He completed his primary aond
secondary education in Menen Asfow and
Ayer Tena High Schools respectively. He also
graduated in certificate in Drafting from Addis
Ababa Technical School in 1992. He worked
in the field for two years in the Municipality of
Addis Ababa.

To make his dreams conceivable, he went
to study in the former Addis Ababa Fine Arts
School (the present Addis Ababa University
Alle Felege Selam School of Fine Arts and
Design) and he graduated in painting in 2003.
In the past eleven years, he participated
in nine solo and fifteen group exhibitions.
In his present circumstances along with his
profession in art teaching, he is an artist of
immense skills and experience.

The artworks of Girma Seboka featured in
Galleria TO.MO.CA are the accruals of his
passion for gallant artistic search, encounter
and experience. Hence, the show can be taken
as the reflection of the recollection of his self
discovery in the artistic direction he projected
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Girma Seboka  Adey 2003

and the style he meant to achieve. Mostly,

he uses mixed media by either combining or
disjointing materials like threads, fiber sack,
spray, ropes, colorful textiles, flat and relief
shapes ...etc on a canvas. He follows semi-
figurative or semi abstract artistic direction in
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Girma Seboka  ladies in the City 2003
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the vista of stylized painting. His composition
is more of vertically paralleled flats arranged
in decorative motifs. The following points are
apparent in his paintings.

A. Vertical Composition: The paintings like
‘Impressions of the City", "Bajaoj in the
City”, "Balmy Day”, and others are either
semi-figurative or semi abstract.

B. Stylized Paintings: The motifs (as his
stylized painting) based Girma  uses

elements of art like lines, colored lines
and rope lines (refer to the paintings
“Vertical  Composition”, "Mother and
Child” and  "Untitled”), Planes, flats,
montage, fiber sacks and flat and relief
shapes (refer the paintings “Ladies in the
City", and "Mother and Child") are also
used in his works. Texture is portrayed
in "Vertical Composition”, "Ladies in the
City” and "Untitled”. In his works of art,
colors (warm and cool) are arranged in
relative harmony and integration.

The content of his works pats the everyday life
of the society and the city metaphorically. Like
simple symbolic representation of the ancient
cave art using flat shapes and silhouette, he
portrayed the present day fashion of tight
dressing (which appears to be unlimited by
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age) in modern style (refer to "Harari”, "Sunny
Warmth” "Market” "The Passion of mother and
Child” and "The Modern €ve"). Understanding the
composition and the expression of the elements
of the painting in modest mood; and the deviation
from the normal visual art indulgence enables us to
appreciate and realize Girma Seboka's artworks.
Watching all these repeatedly and enjoying the
artistic taste grants tranquility.

| wish Girma to have a successful year full of artistic
ingenuity, TO.MO.CA to remain with its fervent
passion for the art and the audience to keep on
enjoying TO.MO.CA's Coffee and the exhibition.

€shetu Tiruneh

/Painter/
January 2014
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Girma Seboka

Imagine the childhood of a boy who is brought
up in a Addis Ababa in between the backyard
of the lideta Church and the Military Camp of
Tor Hayloch. The context and atmosphere of
the city in lost years of the ninety sixties is also
part of the setting. To the south of the villoge,
there are scattered residencies, the old airport,
vast fields and the beautiful mountains of Furi
allures the eyes. On the other hand, the hectic
traffic, interaction of the people and the intense
Birimo market are the features that one can
attain in lideta. If nurtured in such milieu, since
the background provides essential clues, we can
presume the type of identity that one reflects in
the art if there is a chance to become an artist.
Pronounced details and spacious compositions
that Girma uses enable us to understand his
art from the vista of his background where he
was born, raised and where he is still living. His
personal feelings; social, economic and political
issues are also depicted in his works.

Here are some points that relieve us to be familiar
with the works and life of Girma Seboka. Girma
says "The world is full of positive and negative
entities. The sacrifice we carry on to live our
preferred life determines our destination. My
works are depictions of my inner feeling and
thoughts”. Here is also his response to the question
on why he uses exaggerated figures and words
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like 'Netsanet' and '‘Addis Zemen' (‘Freedom’ and
‘New €ra’ respectively). He answers, "Most of my
paintings are based on the life of the markets
around Harar. Women in that area constitute
free spirited soul. They even reveal their freedom
in various ways. | apply warm colors, vertical
composition and embellishment. Since freedom
and new era are crazes that we all need to have,
they sometimes appear in my works".

Girma adores jazz music. Though teaching (he is
teaching in Abyssinia School of Art and Design
since 2003) is his profession too, he also considers
it as leisure. He explains the motive in relation
to the fact that teaching grants the opportunity to
view things from the students’ point of view which
gives another dimension to your career. Artist
Girma Seboka has a family and he is a father of
Q son.

This short article is too fleeting to expose the life
and vocation of Girma Seboka. However, there is
a point to mention about the artist's forthcoming
achievements; and this is foreshadowed by his
meticulous personal and professional discipline
that | noticed in his studio(with my Galleria
TO.MO.CA colleagues and alone ) and during
the different occasion we met. | wish Girma a
successful artistic journey.

Mifta Zeleke
January 2014
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